Lat’s face il, your kitchen is really yeur living
roem. It does happen o be the place wlers you conk,
bt fior mosk, car kitchens provide mach mare, It
the first place you ga when you get heme, and often
the Iast place you leave before headiog te bed. Yoo
]ﬂ::l.'l: naites four thmily members thers, vou hang
vour Bid's avt and eal meals therg, oven your best
parties wsnally mowve to the kitchen — despita
viur effiorts ta keep guecsts in that souffy living
.

VWith this said. the kitchen is aleo one of the
rnst neglected ropms in the honse, For all that
gaes oo Lhere, moslt hameowners fisil o give this
tre heart of the home the digoity i deserves, s ©
niok tan Iats, and the possibilities are imerenae.

Seall Snwilh, president of 3mith River Kitehens
{a local basiness and &E!f—pruﬂu.i:u:u:d. cierdiali- :
grists for the hesrt of the home: weraamithriverk- 5
ilchenscam) laid ot the basics without gettine =
into the pumercus appliance varistions, puing 8
oalors, veneers, and zelections of connter atone. =
The first steps to an improved kitchen are faivlyr
diracl. ; :

The mzin components are cabinels and coun-
ters. The cabinets consist of several sub-chaedces.
First, you'll necd o choose'a box, This is the meat of
tle cabinet. Basically, ik Lhe part of the cabinet yon
don't zee until you open the dosrs to put away vour
fiavoribe paste dish, or when you're stashing a piecs
ol vealess hardware or o crumpled warmanty that
will hopefully disappear in the ever-expanding junk
drewer,

The bax really hos anly two options, Theres the
sturdy plywood box, or e cheaper MDF (particle-
board} construction. MOF iz functional, but plywood
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is the superior choice, Onee thig iz in place, you get
three wvarations aof cabinck (nnd drower) facingr=
What you chooge here has moch mone o do wilth
personal preferenes than anything alae

The maost expensive and popular style of fuging is

called inzet facing. Insel has the aption of invisible
hingea, but ita main feature iz closing flush to the
trome, thos leaving a border around each door, The
nexl iajer seleclion is called averlay facing, which
can be inatalled in either partial or fall cverlay style,
Full gverlay is as it sounds, The deors and drawers
Taimwe a1 ]i:p that eather ﬁl]]}' aavers or partially cavers
the cabinet frame. Full overlay i all cases has an
invizible, or Eurepean, hinge, while partisl can go
cither wie These variations con be frend in hun-
dreds of exciting atyvles, inclodiog glass, to it any-
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opne's taste, Cryslal Cabinel Works, Inc. has a wica
salection you can perues at: www.coworks coam.

Mo that yom hive nosplendid displey of eahinetry
that j& sure to impress your friends and make it
cven more difficalt to keep them in the living roem,
wiru'll nesd new counter teps for them to sit all
cyet, Formica will no longer deo Like tee lox and
eehincts, there are a few bagie categories of count-
B g Wisad s beenming less pepulnr, bt iz
alwaye available to provide a colling board wher-
ever you feel like chopping, IF this iz important,
another choice is the dwindling Corign connter
top. Like woad, Corvian is & culbing surlies, ot
closely resemBles the white synthetie cutting
Twiards wou hougrht g Tel Maxe for your harbecue
last summer. IL won'l dull wour knives, and doesn's
sear, Corian works, but it's difficult to clean.
Mowndays, mest people prefer stone or stainless
sleal, Stainless provides a nice industrial look, bat
goes no Turther Stone, oo the other hand, has
thomzands of geelorical options for whatever your
Lasbe, With the acluxal material, there is a choios of
two finishes. Today, honed (or matle lnish) stone
is gemerally preferred for 8 more reserved look, but
]u:lli.-;hml stomar gontinees ta cherm, Counter tops can
b viewad al wwelstlestonewss com, ang of many
linka provdded through Smith Biver Eitehens' com-
prohensive sitbs,

When you're ready to accept the meom whers yan
peally “live™ wou'll find a fabalous Kitelien can make
gll the diffcrence, As the look of your new living
poam improves, 0 must the appliances. Pretty span
that 2004 Porsche ST7V won's spem as important as
a Garland stove ar Suh-Zerg refrigeratorn,

—{Niver Pelarson



